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anonymous tip immediately after the assassination. It included Vallee's name, rightist poli- 
tics, and the information this threat was the real reason the President's II/2/63 trip to 
Chicago was canceled. Corley, who had just become NBC's Chicago news director, worked so 
intensively on this story he became the brunt of jokes. He recalls learning early that Val- 
lee had been arrested with about 2,000 rounds of ammunition, a knife and what was described 
as a "small arsenal" in his car, which bore New York license 3110RF. Larkin, Corley told 
Trunzo, is a police captain , so he asked Hester to try and get a rundown on the license num- 
ber through him. Larkin soon phoned hack to tell Hester there was an FBI freeze on that li- 
cense number and that Hester would probably ge^ a visit from the FBI. This report is of that 
visit, despite the thoroughness of the FBI disguise. Thanksgiving day they went to his home 
and asked why he was interested in that license number. When Hester said his boss requested 
it, the FBI visited Corley the very next day. The dates on these FBI reports confirm Corley's 
recollection. I sent Corley copies of these reports. He said the agents did mention names 
(omitted in the report}, said nothing: about the license number being "connected with Oswald", 
and that later, when he talked to Marlin Johnson, chief of the FBI Chicago office, Johnson 
Id him the freeze was past on the lic^^^^^Ber by the FBI ,at the request of tt 
rvice, which has charge of Pre sidentSBSHJl^a. ty . There was neve# any doubt in%urxey 's 
d that this was a threat from the right. MMMftn bers giving this explanation to NBC 
hen he was asked about the overtime devoted. ■JMBMb tory. Meanwhile, all of Corley's fil 
on his investigation suddenly disappeared from h±® office. 

This FBI "reporting" hardly tells anyone in Washington, in FBI headquarters or the Warren 
Commission, what really happened. That is disclosed in the court record sheet. I have it, 
but it is not suitable for reproduction. After the date 1/14/64 appears this stamp: "Trial 

by Court. Finding defendant guilty in manner and form as charged in the information herein." 
Immediately after this entry, with no other date indicated, appears another rubber-stamped 
entry, part of which is written over, making both illegible. What is clear is that part of 
this stamp reading "postponed and set for trial", with a blank space following, in which 
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"Jan 28, 1964" is written in. So, it would appear that, with the trial completed and, the 
finding of guilty , with no record. of any motion for a new trial (not even the "Judge NASH 
granted a continuance for a hearing on the sentence" that is in 2/5/64 Shanahan report, CD 
460:2), there was no basis for another trial, in the same court, before the same judge. But 
on 1/28/64, there are these two stamped notations: "Trial by Court resumed and postponed" 
and "Order, Court postponed and set for trial Jan 6, 1965". Thus, it would seem the trial 
and the finding of guilty were conveniently forgotten by Chicago authorities, the already- 
decided case was "set for trial a year hence", and Vallee was free. On the designated date, 
these stamped entries were made: "Defendant arraigned. Plea not guilty"; "Defendant waives 

jury trial"; and "Trial by Court. Finding defendant not guilty and Discharged". During the 
year between the finding of guilty and the finding of not guilty, Vallee was not even under 
probation. Probation is a sometimes meaningful restraint. The FBI reports, while not say- 
ing it, imply Vallee was under probation. The Chicago Tribune headline of 1/29/64 is spe- 
cific, reading "EX-MARINE ON FiOlASION" . Vallee was under "supervision" only. This means 
little and is unusual in crimes of , this type. Rather than regular meetings with the proba- 
tion officer, "supervision" requires only once— a-month contact so loose it can be done by 
letter. The probation officer who wrote the required letter of release -at the end of the 
year is Vincent Masi. He says the file contains a report from the probation officer to whom 
Vallee first reported. Id quotes Vallee' s version of the arrest, to the effect that the ar- 
resting officers searched Ms car and found Ms rifle and ammunition , which is consistent 
with the newspaper-TV reports but suppressed by the FBI - wMch suppressed almost every- 
thing. Vallee was taken to the Damen Avenue police station where, he says, he made some 
"derogatory" remarks about President Kennedy. He attributed police "suspicion" of him to 
this. Vallee gave as a former address 21 Bond Lane, Hicksville, N.Y. The car was not Ms. 
It belonged to an unnamed resident of New York. The records show it was returned to the 
owner after the arrest. Now, when Vallee was asked for two references by the probation of- 
ficer, he provided them. 'One is Sam Herman, 21 Bond Lane, Hicksville, Dong Island, N.Y., 
exactly the address Vallee said had been Ms. The second is in the ■ probation records as 
"Norbert Jayka, 4817 West- Montana, Chicago". When Trunzo checked this name in the Chicago 
phone book, he found no Norman Jayka. There is a Norman Jayko, with the same street number 
but a different street, 4817 North Nashville. Both qualify as unusual coincidences. They 
also show how carefully the word of -the man the Secret Service believed was about to kill 
the President — and was equipped to when arrested — was checked by Chicago authorities and 
the never-sleeping FBI. According to a competent CMcago source in a position to know but 
who must remain anonymous , this file "clearly indicates some kind of deal with federal 
authorities" or "someone wielding strong influence" interceded on Vallee 's behalf. Secret 
Service interest in Vallee, in advance of the arrest, was reported to the press by Detective 
James Madden and, during the trial that was converted into a non- trial, is in the evidence 
(pp. 158-9). Vallee' s tale to the probation officer is fiction. The police were looking for 
him, at Secret Service request. That "freeze" on information about the car by the FBI was 
at the request of the Secret Service. According to a police official of a major city, had 
Ms car been taken and used in a serious crime, like robbing a bank or worse, "there is no 
way in the world" he could prevent revelation of information about that license number. He 
"knows of no one with enough power" in Ms police department to suppress it. "It had to 
come from the federal level", he believes. He also says this is "normal" in "the case of 
government agents who need to be protected". My inquiries at the National Archives for any 
evidence ‘of any FBI investigation of this license number yielded" nothing. What may be in 
those "documents containing the name of Thomas Vallee" that, according to the ArcMves, 

"are withheld ... at the request of the Federal Bureau of Investigation", one can only 
guess. My guess is that, with all of this so readily available and so carefully eliminated 
from FBI reporting, these files, too, are suppressed by the FBI only for the protection of 
_the FBI, not Vallee. i _ 




